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RICHARDSON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PARTNERSHIP EARNS PRESTIGIOUS 

INDUSTRY HONOR FOR INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS INITIATIVES 
 

International Economic Development Council Presents REDP With Silver Excellence in Economic 

Development Award at IEDC’s Annual Conference  

 

RICHARDSON, Texas – October 10, 2013 – The International Economic Development Council (IEDC) has 

presented a silver Excellence in Economic Development Award, in the Responding to Globalization 

category, to the Richardson Economic Development Partnership (REDP). The REDP, a joint effort of the City 

of Richardson and the Richardson Chamber of Commerce, was singled out for recognition among 

communities its size (population 25,000 - 200,000) around the world. 

 

The award, presented during the IEDC’s Annual Conference in Philadelphia, acknowledges 

economic development strategies and programs that seek to enable communities, businesses and/or 

economic development organizations to better integrate into the global economy or to more resiliently 

respond to the challenges wrought by globalization. Strategies and programs may include elements of, but 

are not limited to the following: international strategies, the restructuring of economic development 

organizations, the use of the internet and networks for integrating globally, and assisting businesses to 

understand global sourcing and increase their global competitive position.   

 

“We are extremely proud of the far-sighted actions Richardson has undertaken to position our 

community as a global leader in technology and other key industry sectors, and to prepare us for continued 

success in the rapidly changing global marketplace,” said Richardson Mayor Laura Maczka. “As a result of 

those efforts, and due to the significant contributions of our internationally oriented business community, 

Richardson today is a city noted for its model global business climate and significant worldwide influence.” 

 

Richardson’s award-winning international economic development initiatives include: 

 

• Restructuring the REDP in 2011 to add an International Economic Development position, filled by 

industry veteran Mike Skelton, along with the establishment by the City of the Mayor’s Office of 

International Business. 

• Creating a concierge program to assist incoming foreign companies with establishing a business in 

the U.S. 

• Providing export assistance to local companies looking to start or expand their globalization efforts. 

• Updating the REDP website with an international section providing relevant information and 

resources in multiple languages: English, French, Mandarin Chinese and Portuguese. 

• Establishing an International “Friendly Cities” partnership with two communities in China: 

Pengzhou and Changsha County. 

• Forging strategic partnerships with foreign economic development agencies and local chapters of 

international chambers of commerce, representing regions of the world from Europe to the Middle 

East and Asia. 



REDP Wins IEDC Silver Excellence in Economic Development Award for Response to Globalization, 

continued 

 

• Conducting trade missions to areas of the world with industry sectors similar to those in 

Richardson, chiefly focused on high-tech development areas. 

 

“The Excellence in Economic Development Awards recognize Richardson Economic Development 

Partnership as being one of the leading organizations in the industry for innovation, creativity and 

successful strategies,” said IEDC Chair Paul Krutko. “These awards are meant to honor the organizations 

and individuals who are dedicated to making a positive change in their communities.  This organization uses 

creative solutions and inventive ideas, and offers other regions a wonderful example to learn and benefit 

from. The award represents an acknowledgment and appreciation for Richardson Economic Development 

Partnership’s dedication to continuous growth within itself, as well as improving the industry overall.” 

  

Richardson has earned numerous honors attesting to its international business prowess, in addition 

to the IEDC Award. Just last month, Richardson’s Telecom Corridor area® earned the prestigious “Area of 

Innovation” membership status in the International Association of Science Parks (IASP). The Telecom 

Corridor is only the 8th U.S. area accepted to IASP membership, and is one of the first to earn the “Area of 

Innovation” designation.   

 

Earlier this year, Richardson was ranked third overall in the Americas, in its size category, in fDi 

Magazine’s bi-annual “American Cities of the Future” list, which evaluates cities for their attractiveness for 

inbound foreign direct investment (FDI). Richardson was the only Texas city making the top 10 in its size 

category and was the only North Texas city making the top 10 in any category. 

 

In 2011, the Texas House of Representatives adopted a resolution declaring Richardson the 

International Business Capital of North Texas. The IEDC also previously presented the 2006 Technology-

Based Economic Development Award to the REDP, honoring its efforts to develop Richardson into an 

internationally known technology powerhouse and position the community at the forefront of the U.S. 

high-tech economy. 

 

Earlier this week, the IEDC Nominating Committee also elected Bill Sproull, president and CEO of 

the REDP, as chairman of the IEDC’s Board of Directors for a one-year term beginning in January 2014. 

 

The International Economic Development Council (IEDC) is the world’s largest independent non-

profit membership and research organization devoted exclusively to the field of economic 

development. IEDC helps economic development professionals create high-quality jobs, develop vibrant 

communities and improve the quality of life in their regions.  Serving more than 4,400 members, IEDC 

provides a diverse range of services including conferences, professional development and certification, 

publications, research, advisory services, and legislative tracking. Visit www.iedconline.org.  

 

The Richardson Economic Development Partnership (REDP) is a joint effort of the City of Richardson 

and the Richardson Chamber of Commerce, dedicated to building a vibrant and thriving local economy by 

attracting new investment and jobs through marketing, recruitment and working with existing employers. 

The REDP offers numerous services to companies considering expansion or relocation to the Telecom 

Corridor® area, including broker and real estate referrals, cost of business analyses, incentives, partner and 

executive introductions, relocation assistance, site selection, tours and city information. For more 

information, visit www.telecomcorridor.com. 
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