
During a visit, on October 15, 2009,  to the STEM Acad-
emy at Berkner, Governor Rick Perry announced a $160 
million initiative to expand the number and scope of 
Texas Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (T-
STEM) academies, an initiative he established in 2005. 
T-STEM academies have successfully provided young 
Texans with the resources they need to succeed in the 
increasingly competitive global economy.  The Governor 
also proposed a $100 million T-STEM Challenge Schol-
arship for students at universities, community colleges 
and technical colleges who are pursuing degrees and 
certifications in the science, technology, engineering, 
math or medical fields.  
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Special points of interest:  

¶ Robotics Competition  at UTD 12/5 and 12/12 

¶ Progress Reports 12/8 

¶ Math and Science Saturday school 1/9 at 9am 

¶ Winter Break 12/22-1/1 

¶ Semester Exams 1/11-1/14 
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STEM Academy Welcomes Governor Perry and 

Texas Education Commissioner Scott  

ñTexas has opened more than three dozen T-STEM acad-
emies over the past few years,ò Education Commissioner 
Robert Scott said. ñNot only do students find these classes 
exciting and challenging, but they provide them with a solid 
foundation that prepares them for college and the work 
place.ò 

After the announcement, Commissioner Scott toured the 
STEM Academy and met with students to discuss what they 
are learning and to view this  program first hand. 

Above: Governor Perry and STEM Academy students 

Left:  Commissioner Scott and STEM Academy students 

showing off  their recycling projects.   



The STEM Academy at Berkner was 

proud to present to our students a 

day of college preparedness and 

STEM career explorations.  In these 

sessions students were provided with 

opportunities to complete research on 

preparing for college  and spoke with 

current college students regarding 

their collegiate experiences.  They 

also met with BHS and STEM teach-

ers who shared the experiences they 

had in STEM careers before becom-

ing educators.  Students also spoke 

to individuals working in STEM 

related careers.  Our guest speak-

ers included employees from: Bell 

Helicopter/Textron, BOKA Powell 

Architecture, Raytheon Space and 

Air Borne Systems, Cisco Systems, 

Union Bank, Cano Petroleum, 

Barbknecht Law Firm, Dr. Crystal 

Hogan, DeVry University, Booz 

Allen Hamilton, Stream Water 

Company, Lewis Public Relations, 

the United States Army and Air 

Force. 

Career/College Day in STEM  

topic connected to 

Shakespeare. The 

resulting projects 

ranged from original 

animated short films to 

a rap version of one of 

the Bardôs best known 

sonnets.   Several 

groups chose to expli-

cate their sonnets 

through music and  

Mrs. Barbknechtôs 

English IV classes 

recently completed 

multi-media research 

projects on Shake-

speareôs sonnets, as 

well as his life and 

times. Students were 

allowed to choose one 

of Shakespeareôs son-

nets and a research 

Shakespeare and the Modern Times  
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Geography Awareness Week  

In celebration of Geography Awareness Week, 

STEM students and faculty were invited to share 

their connections with the world.   Berkner 

STEM is a diverse academy, and we have con-

nections to five of the seven continents.  We 

claim many countries, including Eritrea, Mo-

rocco, China, Japan, Vietnam, Peru, India, Hon-

duras, Mexico, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Egypt, 

Spain, Germany, France and Great Britain. 

visual imagery.  The 

projects also served 

as an introduction to 

Shakespeareôs fa-

mous (and suppos-

edly cursed!) play, 

Macbeth.  


